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MAKING CHANGE 

JEWISH MERCHANTS AND THE EVOLUTION OF 
THE DOWNTOWN BUSINESS DISTRICT,          

1880-1950   

Making Change 

is a monthly local history series about businesses, people 
and projects that shaped Albuquerque as we know it today. 
Presented in partnership with Historic Albuquerque, Inc., 
and Oasis Albuquerque. 

Mandell-Dreyfuss at 300 W. Central Avenue. 
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Jews were major factors in the        
creation of Albuquerque's Down-
town Business District, helped to 
shape its growth, and were 
among those turning off the lights 
in the postwar years. This lecture 
will analyze their contributions 
and highlight some of the major 
figures, such as the Mandells, 
Weillers, and Weinmans, and 
their enterprises.  

Noel H. Pugach is Professor 
Emeritus of History at the Univer-
sity of New Mexico. In recent 
years, Dr.  Pugach has been  
studying New  Mexico Jewish  
History from the mid-nineteenth 
century to the present. 


